
 
Tables and charts from the book You Lost Me by David Kinnaman, Baker, 2011. 
 

  ACCESS | Changing Technologies and Tools 
 
New technologies and digital tools provide unprecedented access to information, analysis, 
opinions, relationships, and worldviews. 
 
Facts | Recognizing Access 

 The typical American consumes 34 gigabytes of data per day, an increase of 350 
percent over 30 years ago. 

 Information is mostly visual (television, movies, and games); written words account for 
less than one-tenth of one percent of the total info we consume. 

 Young Christians, like other teens and young adults, perceive and interpret reality 
through screens. 

 The largest university in North America, University of Phoenix, is largely powered by 
online learning. 

 
Examples | Access in Action 

 Teachers and pastors can be fact-checked in real time. 
 People endure jobs, school, or church and enjoy their “real lives” in online games. 
 Software brings customized content to users so they don’t have to go looking. 
 Smartphones have apps for locating Thai food, checking the weather, watching 

movies, sending and receiving money, listening to music, shopping, blogging, tweeting, 
and even finding sexual hookups within a five-mile radius of your location (no, really). 

 Personal news isn’t “real” until it has been shared on Facebook or Twitter. 
 
New Reality | Access and Spirituality 

 Young people expect to participate as well as consume. 
 “Learning piracy”—young people do not see the church as the sole arbiter of spiritual 

content. 
 Constant access—everyone is an expert—creates a “mysized” epistemology. 
 Expectation of flattened structures of hierarchy. 
 Increased global awareness and connection to others in remote places, in real time. 
 Desire to stay connected at all times. 
 Important to broadcast yourself to the world, to express yourself, to cultivate followers. 

 
 

  ALIENATION | Changing Social Context 
 
Facts | Recognizing Alienation 

 In 1960, 5 percent of live births were to unmarried women compared to 41 percent in 
2010. 

 In 1970 a majority had completed the transition to adulthood by age 30; this is no 
longer typical. 

 Young people are among the least likely to vote, volunteer, and join community groups. 
 Traditional media, like newspapers and nightly news, have little traction with the 

younger generation. 
 The average young adult has worked for his or her current employer for 3 years, 

compared to 10 years among older adults. 
 
Examples | Alienation in Action 

 A fast food chain ran a promotion giving away a free burger to those who would 
“unfriend” 10 people on Facebook. 



 Freelancing and self-employment are on the rise among young adults. 
 Instead of turning to parents or older adults for advice, Mosaics consult peers. 
 Recent college grads compete for jobs with millions of unemployed older workers who 

have more experience. 
 Rising cost of living and stagnant wage prospects keep marriage and kids out of reach. 

 
New Reality | Alienation and Spirituality 

 Many young adults do not have a network of older adults to help them succeed. 
 Mosaics approach marriage and family pragmatically (i.e., “what works for me”). 
 Skepticism about “talking heads” (ie.e, one-way lectures), denominations, and church 

structures. 
 Many superficial acquaintances instead of a few intimate friendships. 
 Tension between hopefulness and cynicism when it comes to politics and activism. 
 Entrepreneurialism is admired over company loyalty. 

 
 

  AUTHORITY | Changing Spiritual Narrative 
 
New questions about who and what to believe and why. 
 
Facts | Recognizing Authority Shifts 

 Young adults are friends with a more religiously diverse network of peers than previous 
generations of Americans. 

 Young adults are among the least likely to name the Bible as sacred Scripture. 
 
Examples | Authority in Action 

 Christian leaders of the previous generation are virtually unknown to today’s young 
Christians. 

 Young adults are more likely to consult the Internet than their pastor about a religious 
question. 

 Mosaics are tech savvy, but not necessarily truth savvy—“I found it on the Internet” is a 
common claim for informational reliability. 

 
New Reality | Authority and Spirituality 

 Relativism—“What’s true for me may not be true for you.” 
 Peers play an increasing role as the moral and spiritual compass for decision making. 
 Young Christians are exposed to a variety of religious content, often without a grid for 

evaluating it. 
 Young people are interested in spirituality, but on their own terms. 

 
WHAT ARE YOUNG PEOPLE LEAVING? 

 

Nomads Prodigals Exiles 

Wandering from church, wrestling with faith Rejecting or switching faith Rejecting “cultural Christianity” to seek deeper 
faith in Christ 

Disengaging from church, Christian community, 
or other conventional forms of faith 

Switching from one faith to another or to no 
faith/deconversion 

Feeling stuck between the security of the 
Christian subculture and the realities of life in 
today’s society 

Going through a period of distraction, 
disobedience, or disconnection from God, or 
becoming disillusioned or frustrate with their 
church experience or with their parents’ faith 

Significantly changing faith views, rebelling or 
overtly distancing themselves from the faith of 
upbringing 

 

May be head-driven (intellectual questions) or 
heart-driven (emotional experience 

Struggling to see how their faith connects to 
their calling or professional interests 

 

Seeing the best in culture and desiring to 
redeem and renew it—sometimes experiencing 
the worst in the church 

Terms that might describe these individuals: 
 nomads 

Terms that might describe these individuals: 
 prodigals 

Terms that might describe these individuals: 
 exiles 



 backsliders 
 spiritual wanderers 
 church dropouts 

 skeptics 
 faith dropouts 
 ex-Christians 

 creative’s 
 culturally engaged 
 reformers 

 
Science: Youth Aspiration versus Youth Ministry 

Youth group teens who aspire to science related careers: 52%      
Youth pastors/youth workers who have addressed issues of science in the past year: 1% 
 

Grace Generation? 
Survey question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Spiritual maturity means trying hard to follow the rules in the Bible? 
 
Percentage of self-identified Christians who agree strongly: 
Mosaics (ages 18-27): 33% 
Busters (28-46): 45% 
Boomers (47-65): 56% 
Elders (66+): 66% 


