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connecting personal and small group studies with this week’s sermon

Personal God 
I believe God is involved in and 
cares about my daily life.

“I lift up my eyes to the hills-where 
does my help come from? My help 
comes from the LORD, the Maker of 
heaven and earth.”  Psalm 121:1-2

Adapted from The 30 Core 
Competencies The Christian Life Profile, 
Randy Frazee, Zondervan   

See www.pantego.org/resources/30core.html

Earlier this summer one of my co-workers, known for his landscaping prowess, gave 
me some plants taken from his yard.  I was appreciative and anxious to add some 

color to an area of my own yard that was in desperate need of sprucing up.  I took the 
little plants home and prepared a hole in the dry and dusty dirt for each one.  Carefully 
I placed them one by one in their new homes and gently pushed the dirt back down.  I 
gave them plenty of water to get them started and looked forward to watching them 
blossom over the summer.  When we hit a dry spell and the plants began to wither, 
I made sure to water them faithfully.  Even so, two of them really began to struggle 
and were showing signs of a slow death.  I wondered if the soil I had planted them 
in was not good for plants. But then I noticed my hard work had not gone to waste.  
Something was indeed growing!  The soil was fertile... for weeds!   The dry and dusty 
ground was indeed a fertile place.

I’m not much of a gardener, but I have worked faithfully this summer to remove the 
weeds from the area where I am trying to cultivate my purple flowers.  It has been 
a never ending process thus.  The more I water the flowers the better they seem to 
respond.  However, the more I water the flowers the more the weeds crop up and 
attempt to take over the entire area.  In fact, the weeds grow and spread much faster 
than the plants I desire to keep.  It’s as if the weeds need very little to germinate and grow.

I think the same thing happens to us.  God brings us to a dry and dusty place for the 
purpose of creating something beautiful.  Sometimes we think nothing will grow in 
the place God has put us because it feels like a dry and barren desert.  But that’s not 
true!  The soil God has planted us in is indeed fertile ground.  It is a soil in which God 
desires to nurture us through our struggles and drive our roots deep.  God’s desire is 
that we would trust Him and bloom with thanksgiving, praise and joy even in a desert.  
And too often we respond to His nurturing by giving back a bumper crop of weeds in 
the form of complaint and doubt.

The Israelites were no different.  God brought the people of Israel out from Egypt and  
and was moving them towards a beautiful land that had been promised for years.  
One year into the journey the Israelites find themselves between the lush green land 
of Egypt and the Promised Land.  They are in a desert.  Seemingly nothing will grow in 
this “Land Between.”  But the Land Between, despite being a desert, is fertile ground 
for many things to grow.
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This week’s ABCLinks is divided into five areas of life that can grow in the seemingly barren Land Between.  Work through these 
concepts at your own pace this week.  Pray that you will meet God and your faith would grow wherever you are on the journey.

 

Read Numbers 11.4-35  Observe what is written and journal what you’ve learned as you answer the following questions.

The Land Between is fertile ground for… Complaint
As the Israelites complain, what are they longing for?  What is it they are forgetting?  (Look back to Exodus 1.6-14)

Why do people remember “the good old days,” when in reality they may not 
have been that good?

It had probably only been a year since these people witnessed God’s splitting 
of the Red Sea and saving them from the Egyptian army.  How could they be 
doubting God now?

Do you ever find yourself looking back and longing for what was?  How could this impact your emotional and spiritual growth?

The Land Between is fertile ground for… Emotional Collapse
Moses asks several “why me” questions of God.  Have you ever felt like this?  When was the last time you found yourself asking God 
the same types of questions?

Where is the focus when we ask “why me?”

What is the source of Moses’ emotional collapse?  What causes you to break down emotionally?  How do you respond?

The Land Between is fertile ground for… God’s Provision
How did God move toward Moses?  How have you seen God move toward you in times of distress?

Where do you desire God to meet you right now?

Moses had witnessed God’s power in spectacular ways (plagues in Egypt, parting of the Red Sea, etc.) and yet he questioned God’s 
ability to provide meat for the complaining Israelites.  Does this surprise you?  

Why do people, like Moses, doubt God’s ability or willingness to meet their 
needs?

In what areas of your life are you doubting God’s ability or willingness to 
provide?

personal bible studies

Today’s Prayer
Sometimes in the Land Between, God seems silent and 
even absent. Write a prayer telling God all the places 
you can see Him at this very moment.  Do you see Him 
in nature, in relationships, in circumstances, in your 
breakfast cereal (think manna)?  Ask God to open all 
of your senses to wonder and experience Him today.  
Thank God for being there even when He is quiet.

Today’s Prayer
Are you in the Land Between? Is God meeting you 
there?  Write a prayer responding to God.  Tell Him, “It’s 
too heavy, I can’t carry it.”  Bring your complaints to God 
rather then complaining about Him.  Ask God to provide 
you with what you need to get through this season, this 
week or this day.  Thank God for meeting your needs of 
yesterday and trust in His ability to provide today.
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Spend some family time this 

week doing the “around the 

table” activity.

activity one  Share with the family the story of each child’s birth. Discuss what it was like 
to wait for the blessed arrival. While discussing this, explain the personality traits seen in 
each child and how those traits are still seen today.

activity two For fun, after reading the Numbers passage together, practice your 
grumbling skills.  Then come up with a family signal for when one of you is grumbling 
and complaining to remind that person to consider what God might have in mind instead.

The Land Between is fertile ground for… God’s Discipline
What was the difference between how the people complained and how Moses complained?

What was the difference between how God responded to the people and how God responded to Moses?

Do you tend to complain about God or to God?  Do you see the difference?  Does it make a difference to God?

Is it sinful to complain?

The Land Between is fertile ground for… Faith to Grow
How do you think this event impacted the faith of the Israelites?  ... faith of Moses?

It’s easy to trust God when we see His mighty acts, but how do you trust Him in the monotony of day-to-day life?

What changed:  God or the Israelites’ view of Him?

Read Romans 5.1-5 What reasons does Paul, the author of Romans, give for 
rejoicing in suffering?

Rejoicing in suffering can be extremely difficult.  You probably find yourself 
tested every day in some way.  Will you thank God for the trials you are 
experiencing?  Make a list of your current trials and give some thanks.

How can you possibly pull this off?  Read Philippians 4.4-7

What instruction does Paul, the author of Philippians, give?  How is this similar to how Moses responded when the Israelites 
complained?

We’re not only impacted by our circumstances, but also by the people around us.  Read Numbers 11.4 again. The Israelites 
are responsible for their own behavior, but do you think they were influenced in any way?  Does this negate any of their 
responsibility?

Do you ever find yourself being influenced either negatively or positively by the crowd you’re with?  What does this say about you?

Today’s Prayer (taken from Psalm 141)
O, LORD, I am calling to you. Please hurry!  Listen when I 
cry to you for help!  Accept my prayer as incense offered 
to you, and my upraised hands as an evening offering.  
Take control of what I say, O LORD, and keep my lips 
sealed.  Don’t let me lust for evil things; don’t let me 
participate in acts of wickedness.  Don’t let me share in 
the delicacies of those who do evil.  I look to you for 
help, O Sovereign LORD.  You are my refuge.



warmup 

Describe a time when you had to wait a significant amount of time for something good. (A job, a baby, a spouse, etc.)

What lessons did you learn from the wait?  

divein
The Land Between is fertile ground for… Complaint

Why do people remember “the good old days,” when in reality they weren’t that good?

Do you ever find yourself looking back and longing for what was?  How is this 
impacting your emotional and spiritual growth?

The Land Between is fertile ground for… Emotional Collapse
Moses asks several “why me” questions of God.  Have you ever felt like this?  When was 
the last time you found yourself asking God the same types of questions?

Where is the focus when we ask “why me?”

The Land Between is fertile ground for… God’s Provision
Why is it that people, like Moses, doubt God’s ability or willingness to meet their needs?

What can you do to decrease your doubts about God’s ability and willingness to meet 
your needs?

The Land Between is fertile ground for… God’s Discipline
What was the difference between how the people complained and how Moses 
complained?  What was the difference between how God responded to the people 
and how God responded to Moses?

Is it sinful to complain?

The Land Between is fertile ground for... Faith to Grow
It’s easy to trust God when we see His mighty acts, but how do you trust Him in the 
monotony of day-to-day life?

Read Romans 5.1-5.  What reasons does Paul, the author of Romans, give for rejoicing 
in suffering? How can you possibly pull this off?  (Philippians 4.4-7)

We’re not only impacted by our circumstances, but also by the people around us.  
Read Numbers 11.4.

Do you ever find yourself being influenced either negatively or positively by the 
crowd you’re with?  What does this say about you?
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small group discussion

John Ortberg, in his book, 
“God Is Closer Than You 

Think,” encourages an 
exercise he calls “reviewing the 

dailies,” which can  increase our capac-
ity to pay attention to God’s presence 
in the routine of everyday life.  Try 
“reviewing the dailies” by answering the 
following questions at the end of each 
day for a week and see if you become 
more aware of God’s presence in your 
daily life.

• What were my first thoughts?

• How did I respond to people around me?  
To God?  (Note patterns of response.)

• How much time did I spend seeking 
God’s presence?

• Where was God present and at work in 
each scene of my day – family, breakfast, 
work, interactions with neighbors and 
children, and so on.

• How might God have been speaking to 
me through those scenes?

• What can I learn from today that might 
help me become more aware of God’s 
presence tomorrow?

• What happened for which I can be 
thankful?

• Which pattern(s) should I evaluate – and 
possibly work to improve?

• Did I have any moments when I really 
wanted to hide from God, when I didn’t 
want Him around?


